Задание: Ознакомьтесь с текстами (прочитайте и переведите устно). Постарайтесь запомнить как можно больше новых слов.
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Sports.

People all over the world are fond of sports and games. Sport makes
people healthy, keeps them fit, more organised and better disciplined. It
unites people of different classes and nationalities. Many people do sports
on their personal initative. They go in for skiing, skating, table tennis,
swimming, volleybal, football, basketball, body-building ete.

All necessary facilities are provided for them: stadiums, sport swim-
‘ming pools, skating-rinks, football fields. But, of course, one has to pay for
these services.

Sportis paid much attention to in our schools and Institutes. Physical
training is a compulsory subject. Different sports and games are popular
with my classmates. All my friends go in for different kinds of sport, such
as water sports (that is swimming, sailing, rowing), gymnastics, horse-
racing, wrestling, fencing, weightlifting, boxing, ootball, basketball, vol-
leyball, etc.

And niow a few words about our physical training lessons at school. In
summer they are held out-of-doors. Whenit is cold outside the lessons are
held indoors in our school gymnasium.

Professional sportis also paid much attention to in our country. In the
city where [ live, there are different sport societies, clubs and sport
schools. Practically all kinds of sports are popularin our country, but gym-
nastics and tennis enjoy the greatest popularity.

‘The most popular kinds of sports in the United States are baseball,
basketball and American football. In England the popular kinds of sports
are golfand rugby. Englishmen like football too. It s heir national kind of
sports.
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The Olympic Games

‘The Olympic Games were held on Greek land in the ancient times.
The first Olympic Games took place in 776 B.C. The Olympic Games
took place every four years at Olympia and were a part of areligious festi-
val. The four-yearinterval was called an Olympiad. The games were soim-
portant that even wars were stopped during Olympic Games.

At first, the athletes took part only in race (the sprint). Later, they
threw the discus and javelin, then broad jumping and wrestling were
added. The Olympic Games were held for more than 1,000 years. The
Byzantine Emperor Theodosius abolished them in 394 A.D.

The Games were revived in 1896 to support understanding and
friendship among nations. The first modern games were held in Athens,
Greece. Young men and women come from all ver the world to compete
invarious sports and represent their country. They live in an Olympic Vil-
lage at the site of the games.

“The Olympic Games are organized and governed by the International
Olympic Committee (IOC). It sets the program of the games, chooses the
city where the games are to be held, and determines the standards of
games. Each country has a National Olympic Commitice.

“The opening ceremony of each Olympic Games s held in a major sta-
dium. The president of the host country usually opens the games. Athletes
from Greece march the first and athletes from other countries march ater
them around the stadium in the parade of Nations. Then, looking at the
Olympic Flag, the athletes take the Olympic Oath:

We swear that we will take part in these Olympic Games in the true
spirit of sportsmanship, and that we will respect the rules that govern
them, for the glory of sport and the honor of our counry.

‘The Olympic Flame is lit with a torch that is brought by a relay of ath-
Tetes from the ruins of ancient Olympia in Greece. When the Games are
finished, the flag is lowered and the flame extinguished.
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