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. Insert the verbs in the Past Perfect tense.

. Jill was afraid she ... (forget) her key at home, but she found it in her handbag.

. Dad wasn’t at home when I came back. He ... (go) out twenty minutes before.

. I wasn’t hungry because I ... (just/have) breakfast.

. Peter saw an urgent message on his table. Somebody ... (leave) it the day before.

. Tapologized I ... (not/phone) her.

. He told me that he ... (come back) a fortnight before.

. I knew him at once though I ... (meet) him many years before.

. We spent the night in Klin, a town we ... (often/hear of) but ... (never/see).

. They couldn’t believe he ... (give up) his job in the bank. He ...(make) a good living there.
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2. Say what action was done before. Combine the two sentences into one using before.
Example: | sent a telegram. Then | met my friend.
I had sent a telegram before | met my friend.
1. The rain stopped. | went for a walk.
2. 1 did my homework. My mother returned home.
3. We met in the street. We went to the park.
4. They packed their things. Then they started.
5. I had dinner. | switched on the TV set.
6. He returned home. The guests left.
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7. We came to the cinema. The film began.

8. | read the book. | saw the play.

9. They lived here. They moved to another place.

10. We played a game of tennis. We went to my place

3. Make these sentences negative:

Example: We had told him about the time of the meeting.
We hadn’t told him about the time of the meeting.

. She had washed the vegetables for the salad.

. You had caught a small fish by that time.

. The burglars had robbed the bank.

. A zookeeper had fed the animals by twelve o’clock.

. David had eaten all the sandwiches by two o’clock.

. They had been to this town before.

. I had done all the arrangements by Saturday.

. Alice had shown me her paintings before.

. You had forgotten about her request.
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4. Ask the questions to these sentences:
Example: Mary had booked the tickets before.
Had Mary booked the tickets before?
. We had been to this exhibition.
. You had received the invitation before Wednesday.
. The bus had arrived before 5 o’clock.
. Tom had heard that story before.
. They had gone to the railway station before 6 o’clock.
. My father had returned from his business trip by the weekend.
. We had met Eric before the lesson.
. The taxi had come by 7 o’clock.
. They had used this key before.

O© 00 N O Ol WDN P



30

Past perfect (I had done)

Study this example situation:

Sarah and Paul went to the same party last week, but they
didn’t see each other. Paul left the party at 10.30 and Sarah
arrived at 11 o'clock.

So when Sarah arrived at the party, Paul wasn’t there.
He had gone home.

had gone is the past perfect:

weftheylyou g (=Pdetc) | ERR
he/she/it (Fheldetc) g iched etc.

The past perfect (simple) is had + past participle (gone/seen/finished etc.).

Sometimes we talk about something that happened in the past:

Sarah arrived at the party.
This is the starting point of the story. Then, if we want to talk about things that happened before this time,
we use the past perfect (had .. .):

When Sarah arrived at the party, Paul had already gone home.

Some more examples:
When we got home last night, we found that somebody had broken into the flat.
Karen didn’t come to the cinema with us. She’d already seen the movie.
Atfirst I thought I’d done the right thing, but | soon realised that I’d made a big mistake.
The people sitting next to me on the plane were nervous. They hadn’t flown before.
or They’d never flown before.

Compare present perfect (have seen etc.) and past perfect (had seen etc.):

Present perfect Past perfect
have seen had seen
past now past now
Who is that woman? I’ve seen her before, | wasn’t sure who she was. I’d seen her
but | can’t remember where. before, but | couldn’t remember where.
We aren’t hungry. We’ve just had lunch. We weren’t hungry. We’d just had lunch.
The house is dirty. They haven’t cleaned The house was dirty. They hadn’t
it for weeks. cleaned it for weeks.

Compare past simple (left, was etc.) and past perfect (had left, had been etc.):

Past simple Past perfect
A: Was Tom there when you arrived? A: Was Tom there when you arrived?
B: Yes, but he left soon afterwards. B: No, he’d already left.
Kate wasn’t at home when | phoned. Kate had just got home when | phoned.
She was at her mother’s house. She’d been at her mother’s house.
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